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Wyandotte Constitutional Convention, 1859 
Selected Bibliography 

Instructions:  Please feel free to take this page with you at the conclusion of the 
event. 
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Dilemma.” Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains 1 (Winter 1978): 219-234. 
Introduced by Illinois congressman William H. English, this bill provided for the August 
1858 referendum on the constitution and managed to “soft pedal Kansas as a national 
issue, and thus it helped delay the national holocaust for a few more years.” 
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Collection, 1901-1902 7 (1902): 130-151. Perdue’s remains an important work, 
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Convention in July 1859. 
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movement and its nationwide influence, Stampp illuminated President Buchanan’s 
belief if the Kansas question could be resolved “harmony between the sections” would 
be restored. 

Thacher, T. Dwight. “The Leavenworth Constitutional Convention.” Kansas Historical 
Collections, 1883-1885 3 (1886): 5-15. Thacher, a convention delegate from Lawrence, 
explains the rationale for this 1858 convention, Kansas' third; see also his “The 
Rejected Constitutions,” 436-448. 

Waters, Joseph G. “Fifty Years of the Wyandotte Constitution.” Kansas Historical 
Collection, 1909-1910 11 (1910): 47-52. Waters holds that “conservatism of other 
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Wyandotte Constitutional Convention, 1859 is part of the Shared Stories of the Civil War 
Reader’s Theater project, a partnership between the Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage 
Area and the    Kansas Humanities Council. 
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